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WHEN  WAS  BINGO  LEGALIZED  IN  ILLINOIS? 

j 

The  Illinois  General  Assembly  passed  the 
Bingo  License  and  Tax  Act  in  Illinois  in  1971. 
The  Illinois  Department  of  Revenue  was  given 
the  responsibility  for  regulating  the  game 
and  for  collecting  Bingo  license  fees  and  taxes. 
In  addition  to  the  license  requirements,  there 
are  a  number  of  regulations  governing  who  may 
play,  the  amount  of  prizes  that  may  be  awarded, 
and  operation  of  the  game. 

HOW  IS  THE  LAW  ENFORCED? 

The  law  itself  provides  many  safeguards,  such 
as  restricting  who  can  conduct  games,  and 
requiring  them  to  be  licensed  by  the  State. 
Those  who  manufacture,  sell,  lease,  or  distribute 
Bingo  equipment  in  Illinois  must  obtain  a 
Bingo  Supplier's  License.  Persons  renting  space 
to  licensed  organizations  for  Bingo  games  must 
also  be  licensed  as  "providers".  The  Department 
of  Revenue  conducts  selective  audits  of  Bingo 
games,  and  investigators  make  spot  checks  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  law.  In  addition, 
Bingo  players  who  suspect  violations  provide 
leads  for  investigators. 

WHY  ALL  THAT  REGULATION  FOR  SUCH 
A  SIMPLE  GAME? 

Strict  regulation  of  any  form  of  legalized 
gambling  is  essential  to  prevent  criminal  infil¬ 
tration.  The  Bingo  law  specifically  prohibits 
professional  gamblers,  anyone  associated  with 
gambling  promotion,  or  anyone  who  has  been 
convicted  of  a  felony  from  obtaining  a  Bingo 
license. 

WHO  CAN  GET  A  LICENSE? 

Basically,  only  non-profit  religious,  char¬ 
itable,  labor,  fraternal,  educational,  veterans. 
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youth  athletic,  and  senior  citizens  organizations 
which  have  been  in  existence  for  at  least  five 
years  are  eligible.  There  are  more  than  1,600 
licensed  Bingo  organizations  in  Illinois. 

THIS  GAME  BEGINS  TO  SOUND  LIKE  BIG 
BUSINESS. 

In  terms  of  money  involved,  it  is,  and  it 
keeps  getting  bigger  every  year.  In  fiscal  1982, 
Bingo  players  spent  an  estimated  $134  million 
compared  with  about  $88  million  five  years 
earlier  (fiscal  1977). 

WHERE  DOES  THE  MONEY  GO? 

Many  organizations  use  Bingo  proceeds  to 
support  charitable,  community  service,  and 
educational  programs.  For  example,  some 
groups  rely  on  Bingo  revenues  to  help  operate 
schools  and  scholarship  programs. 

WHAT  ABOUT  THE  BINGO  TAX? 

The  tax  -  -  which  is  five  percent  of  the  gross 
bingo  proceeds  -  -  is  divided  equally  between 
the  State's  Common  School  and  Mental  Health 
Funds.  In  fiscal  1982,  $6.7  million  was  paid 
into  the  funds.  Bingo  license  fees  go  into  the 
state's  General  Revenue  Fund. 

I'D  LIKE  TO  PLAY  BINGO.  WHO  OFFERS 
THE  BIGGEST  PRIZES? 

The  maximum  prize  structure  is  mandated 
by  law,  although  prizes  for  individual  games  may 
vary.  The  total  value  of  all  prizes  (including 
cash  or  retail  value  of  merchandise)  awarded  in 
one  day  of  Bingo  cannot  exceed  $2,250.  The 
total  prize  for  a  single  game  cannot  exceed 
$500. 


SOME  ORGANIZATIONS  OFFER  DOOR 
PRIZES  -  IS  THAT  LEGAL? 

Yes,  but  their  value  must  be  included  in 
the  $2,250  limit. 

IF  I  WIN,  DO  I  HAVE  TO  PAY  INCOME 
TAX  ON  MY  PRIZE  MONEY? 

Yes.  Bingo  winnings  are  subject  to  state 
and  federal  income  tax  laws  -  -  including  the 
cash  value  of  any  merchandise  or  door  prizes 
won. 

COULD  MY  ORGANIZATION  CONDUCT 
JUST  ONE  DAY  OF  BINGO  FOR  A  CHAR¬ 
ITY  EVENT? 

If  the  organization  is  not  licensed  to  play 
Bingo,  but  is  eligible  under  the  law  to  hold  a 
license,  it  may  apply  for  a  limited  license.  This 
allows  the  group  to  conduct  a  maximum  of  two 
Bingo  events  during  the  year,  each  limited  to  a 
maximum  of  five  consecutive  days. 

CAN  BINGO  OPERATORS  CONDUCT  OTHER 
FORMS  OF  GAMBLING  AT  BINGO  GAMES? 

Raffles  which  are  licensed  by  a  unit  of  local 
government  may  be  conducted  at  Bingo  games, 
and  State  Lottery  tickets  may  be  sold  by 
licensed  agents.  Any  other  form  of  gambling, 
such  as  jar  games,  poker,  or  unlicensed  raffles, 
conducted  on  the  premises  of  a  licensed  Bingo 
organization  is  illegal.  An  organization  that 
violates  the  law  is  subject  to  license  revocation 
and  possible  criminal  and  civil  penalties. 

IS  IT  LEGAL  FOR  BINGO  OPERATORS  TO 
SELL  FOOD  AND  LIQUOR  AT  GAMES? 

Yes,  if  the  seller  has  the  proper  liquor  licenses 
and  a  Retailers'  Occupation  Tax  registration 
number  for  sales  tax  purposes. 
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WHAT  ARE  SOME  OF  THE  OTHER  REG¬ 
ULATIONS  FOR  BINGO  GAMES? 

-  -  Operators  may  not  charge  an  admission  fee. 

-  -  No  one  under  the  age  of  18  can  play  or  help 
conduct  a  Bingo  game.  Those  under  18  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Bingo  area  only  if  accom¬ 
panied  by  parent  or  guardian. 

-  -  Those  who  help  conduct  their  organization's 
Bingo  games  may  not  play  on  days  they  help 
operate  the  games.  They  may,  however,  play 
on  days  when  they  do  not  help  in  any  way  to 
operate  the  game. 

-  -  The  cost  of  a  regular  game  card  may  not 
exceed  $1,  and  that  card  must  be  valid  for  all 
regular  games. 

-  -  The  cost  of  cards  for  additional  or  "special" 
games  offered  as  added  inducements  may  not 
exceed  50  cents  -  -  and  the  card  must  be  valid 
for  all  special  games. 

-  -  There  is  NO  legal  limit  on  the  number  of 
cards  a  single  player  may  purchase,  but  oper¬ 
ators  may  set  limits  at  their  discretion. 

-  -  No  more  than  25  games  may  be  conducted 
by  an  organization  during  any  one  day  of 
Bingo,  including  regular  and  no  more  than 
five  special  games. 

WHAT  IF  I  SUSPECT  A  VIOLATION  BY 
A  BINGO  OPERATOR? 

Contact  the  Illinois  Department  of  Revenue, 
Investigation  Division,  160  North  LaSalle 
Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  60601,  or  call 
312/793-3101  or  217/785-8200. 

I  HAVE  MORE  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  BINGO. 

Write  the  Illinois  Department  of  Revenue, 
Manager  of  Bingo  Administration,  1500  South 
Ninth  Street,  Springfield,  Illinois  62708. 
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AW  Illinois  Department  of  Revenue 

AT 

1500  South  Ninth  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois 
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